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he Old Un’s diary

the news that matters. And some that doesn’t
Edited by Sarah Shannon

way forward’ in the next few Back-office angels brought tears to the Old Un’s
weeks — something Blair says Do hard-nosed news hacks jaded eyes. And not just be-
on a rolling basis. have a soul? Certainly, if the cause Snow’s emotive singing
In Israel he is unknown. combined musical efforts of ~ never quite managed to keep
Blair's most recent mention Channel 4’s Jon Snow and up with Rusbridger’s effort-
in the Israeli press was last Guardian editor Alan Rus- less tickling of the ivories.
year when he met the father bridger are anything to go by. The occasion was the
of kidnapped soldier Gilad Before an invited audience  launch of London's first ever
Shalit and promised to infer-  in the splendidly restored Office Choir of the Year com-

vene with Hamas to free him.  Christ Church Spitalfields the  petition, and among the other

" p , talents revealed were closet
Bla’r Spends ten to twelve daYS eaCh office choristers from the

month in the Middle East, but couldn’t  likes of international law firm

. Norton Rose, Willis Insur-
actually say what he had achieved e the Gy iin Mews
& Media Group — these last
He didnit go to Gaza, Shalit ~ other evening, their poignant  aptly named the ‘Guardian
remains in captivity, and as for ~ rendition of two Flanders
Blair, well, like Macavity the and Swann favourites, ‘The

Mystery Cat he’s just not there.  Slow Train’ and ‘I'm a Gnu,

>

L & chipmunk nickname 0%
== - Tap-dancing skills 80%
0. * Funny red hair 99%
= * Second-home fiddle 95%
= % Sillygrin 99%
%) * ‘Rocking the boat’ badge  100%

“You might call it a counterfeiting ring, officer,
but | like to call it quantitative easing’
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‘... when you're standing here at the Acropo-
lis you realise this is where they should be I
mean we've been lucky to have them in the
British Musuem for 200 years and we did
steal them in the first place but let’s face it
they do belong here on the other hand when
you think about it once you start giving things
back to all the places they came from where

do you stop? I mean all the galleries and
museums would be completely empty and all
the tourists would have nothing to see and the
fact is we know how to look after these things
whereas these Greeks have no idea how to
look after anything just look at this place it's
all falling to pieces...

© Fant and Dick

Garden snobs may recoil, but
Meanies should embrace the
pot marigold, Calendula
officinalis. A dead-cheap
substitute for expensive
saffron in paella and
risottos, it provides a similar
flavour and colour. Just dry
the petals in the microwave
and grind up. The flowers
can also be rubbed on bee
stings and insect bites, having

antibiotic properties, and if you grow them next to your

tomatoes they deter pests.

Angels’. Other star turns
included the humorous
singing doctors Instant
Sunshine (oldies all three)
and singer-songwriter Mara
Carlyle, whose plaintive voice
stunned the audience.
According to co-organisers
Tessa Grobel and Jessie
Maryon Davies, of Music
in Offices, there’s a huge
enthusiasm for office choirs
as a way of boosting staff
morale, and they’re convinced
the competition will help
London sing through the
Crunch. The Old Un can't
wait until the grand finale
next spring.

Jane Thynne
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